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A quiet bay in Magnetic
Island . . . a great spot to
get away from it all.

Palms, magn

and a table on the heach

Caroline Strainig revisits one of her favourite
cruising grounds, the Palm Island Group north of
Townsville in Far North Queensland.

teve’s face was a mirror of emotions as he
listened to the ringing tone on his mobile
phone, waiting for someone to pick up on

the other end.

“Hello,” he said, pausing while the other person responded. “Yes.
My friends and I are on a yacht nearby. We were wondering
whether we could come to the resort for dinner . ..”

His expression changed from hopefulness to disappointment
as he listened to the response, while the rest of us could barely
suppress our we-told-you-so mirth. The Orpheus Island Resort
receptionist was polite but firm: passing sailors were not welcome
at the exclusive resort, which caters for a maximum of 74 guests at
any one time. This was one prize not even Steve was going to win.

The attempt to sweet talk the receptionist led to the phrase
“Do you do dinner?” becoming a catch-cry in our little band of
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- Townsville/Palm Islands

TOP: The sun sets hehind
Magnetism on Herald Island.

ABOVE: Steve (left) with a
Dutch backpacker from the
yacht Jasmine on Havannah.
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two cruising couples and was only one
highlight of 2 memorable trip to
Townsville and the Palm Island Group.

For my husband Alex and me it was
somewhat of a trip down memory lane
because we used to live in Cairns and
sailed through the area several rimes many
years ago. However, it was a new experi-
ence for friends Gail and Steve Cook of
the Gold Coast.

Our escape machine on this five-day
visit was Magnetism, a Beneteau Oceanis
430 from Magnetic Palm Island Rent-A-
Yacht (MIRAY), a bareboat company based at the
Townsville Breakwater Marina. The company is oper-
ated by Stewart and Ann Coates, who have chartered
boats out for some years to visit Magnetic Island and
recently m:ln;lged to secure a permit for boats to visit
the Palms as well.

The Palm Island Group is 30nm north of
Townsville and comprises more than 12 islands, which
include Orpheus, Pelorus, Fantome, Curacoa and
Great Palm. Only two islands in the Palm Group are
permanently inhabited. Hinchinbrook Island is a lirde
farther NW/ again.

Some passing yachts miss out because they are in
delivery mode and can stop only overnight. This suits

those who do take the time to relax and explore just
fine. It’s wonderful o be able to get away from it all in
such picture-perfect surroundings. Some beaches in
the Palms can go for days without a singe fresh
human footprint — a welcome change after busy places
like the Whitsundays.

Magnetic Island, 4.5nm N-NE of Townsville, is
often first port of call for yachts and bareboats heading
north from there. We had particular reason to visit
because we wanted to take some Townsville relarives for
a sail and then drop them off somewhere convenient.

After a briefing from Stewart of MIRAY, we
motored out of the marina and set sail out the leads.
Magnetism was well set up for easy handling and after
a brief getting-to-know-you session we settled back
and relaxed as we sailed across on a broad reach ina
light southerly.

“Maggie”, as the island is familiarly known, has a
permanent population of 2500 people. Only four bays
are populated and more than half the island is national
park. Artractions include plentiful native wildlife, bush
walks, supermarkets, excellent beaches, restaurants and
a range of accommodation from backpacker to four-
and-a-half-star.

Anchorage-wise, Horseshoe Bay on the north coast
is reasonable in southerly winds, MIRAY has several
moorings there and we picked up one of these.
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